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15 February 1945 


DATE OF ifcjroK-lATION: 14 February 1945 

SUB-SOURCE : Geri 


THROUGH 


SUBJECT 


: Reports Office 

: Chief, 31 

: Crabbe 

: The Vatican end Russia 


In the course of ©^conversation with ^sub-source, he 
srteted that the Pope has been considerably disturbed by the 
recent attacks of the Soviet press against the policy of the 
Veticen, which cannot do otherwise than advocate- peace snd 
understand ing^eitong all nations. 

The sub~source : said that there is only one cause for 
e rift between the Vatican and Russia and that Is the well- 
known attitude of Christianity towards atheistic Communism* 

' The Pope end the Vatican are in favor(of punishment of war 
criminals snd of re Derations to be giien to the Russian s 
people who have suffered during this war. 3ub-source asked 
me whether or not I was in contact with Russian diplomats 
In Rome. He requested that if I should come in oonteot 
With Russian circles I should tell them that the Vatican 
is not against the Russian people, and to point out the fact 
that the Russians have been favorably mentioned ip declara- 
tions of the Pope. It should not be forgotten th«t during 
the early days of Rome’s liberation the Pope gave an audience 
to a group of Soviet citizens who arrived in Rome with their 
own "pope" (Russian priest). Raoh^man and woman of this 
group wore a fed arm* bend decorated with --the hammer and 
Biokle. ' # 

• * ,-VJ . * 

0 Comment : Sub-souroe is the man closest to Pope Pi Us III 

at the’ present time/ He is the Pope’s only personal friend. 

H© sees the Pope many hours during each day and sometimes / 
sleeps in the room next to him. During the present illness r 
of the .Pope r . (he has been in bed since 12 February and Is../ 
receiving only the most important people) sub-source, has / 
been with the Pope from 11:00 each morning until 10:00 at 
ni*ht . 


DECLASS IF I ED AND RELEASED BY 
CENTRAL INTELL I6ENCE ASENCT 
SOURC ES METHOOSEX EM? T 1 0 N 3 BZ I 
NAZI WAR CR I ME S fll 9 CLOS'D RE AC 1 
DATE 2006 


